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View From The 
Quarterdeck 

Walter Crawford, Commodore, 2016 

 
August was a busy month for the 
Bay Yacht Club members as it was 
filled with the Navy Regatta, a social 
and surprise birthday party, a 
cruise, a race, and the weekly game 
night.   The comradery for the 
members continues to be nurtured 
by all the events our committee 
chairs and teams are putting 
together.  

September will also be a full month 
of activities starting with a cruise to 
Mud Island, and on to the 
Sanctuary, weather and participants 
dependent.  A murder mystery 
dinner theatre is planned and will 
be cast with a top notch bunch of 
extremely talented and barely 
amateur wannabee actors, and the 
dinner will be themed to match the 
70’s theme of the play, Drop Dead 
Disco.  The last race of the BYC 
Series should bring out the big guns, 
and I am told that any “cruisers” 
that actually race will undoubtedly 
win a trophy.  Traditionally, we have 
had “live-a-boards” in the race 
series . . .  we’ll see. 

Sept 24 is the annual auction and 
dinner party.  This is a must do as 
the craziness doesn’t get any better.  
I am hopeful to see some of the 

items that have been bought and 
sold multiple times continue to 
generate excitement and funds for 
the benefit of the Club.  Remember, 
the auction is a great place to part 
with nautical items; but, it is also a 
good outlet for “stuff” cleaned out 
of your garage.  And, a memorial for 
our long time member, Fernando 
Cantu, will be held on the water 
followed by a gathering at the 
Clubhouse.  Don’t forget the game 
night on Thursdays, and the Ship’s 
Store is fully stocked so don’t be 
without some pretty neat stuff.   

The Nominating Committee report 
is included in this issue of the 
Bowsprit, and I encourage everyone 
plan for and attend the annual 
meeting on October 22 to select 
your officers and directors for 2017.   

Please join me in thanking the BYC 
Committees for making an 
enjoyable time for all Members and 
guests – what a great year!   I 
encourage those members that 
have participated in Club activities 
sporadically to come and join the 
festivities, you won’t be 
disappointed.  I hope to see 
everyone on the water, at the Club, 
and at each cruise destination.   
Cheers, 

Walter 
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BYC Racing on the Bay 

Larry Frank, 
Race Committee 
Chair 

 

BYC was well represented at the 
Navy Regatta early in August.  In 
150 Class Esperanza II (Paul 
Magnini) took 1st overall (1 on 
Saturday and 2 on Sunday); 
Brigadoon II (Jim Robertson) took 
2nd (5,1); WindSwept (Larry Frank) 
was 4th (3,3) and Endless Summer 
(Walter Crawford) was 7th (6,7).  In 
All Sails Class A 5th Landing (Teri 
Samo) was 3rd (3,2).  In All Sails 
Class B, HNL (Doug Weakly) finished 
2nd (3,1) and Lickety Split (Cory 
Harding) finished 4th (5,3). 

In the cruising class, Huntress Too, 
Independence and Living & Loving 
Life either sailed to the anchorage 
at NAS or their crews came to the 
Saturday dinner and awards 
ceremony by land yacht. 

Our 4th BYC series race was held on 
August 27th.  The race started with 
a nice breeze directly from the 
north which gave everyone the 
chance to make a few tacks on their 
way to the gap.  From the gap it 
was a beat to the high range 
marker.  Around the high range 
marker we went and then the wind 
began falling and clocking to the 
east. 

As the racers headed out to mark 
19, which would be the farthest 
point from the marina for this race, 
dark and ominous clouds were 
forming on the horizon.  Someone 
onboard WindSwept heard thunder 
and then a waterspout formed 
either on the far south east of the 
bay or over the gulf.  We could 
clearly see the water getting sucked 
up into the spout. 

Back to getting around the mark… 
Brigadoon II, Warrior and Waypoint 
were in the lead and had little 
difficulty.  WindSwept passed 
within a foot or two of the 

wellhead with hardly any way on – 
it looked like our intention was to 
tie up to it.  Pazuzu was the last to 
round and had the worst wind 
conditions to deal with.  They 
finally made it.  Eventually the wind 
filled in from the east, the dark 
clouds passed to the south and the 
threatening weather was not a 
factor. 

Warrior finished first, followed by 
Brigadoon,  WindSwept, and 
Pazuzu.  Waypoint was scored as 
RET (retired). 

 
Warrior and Brigadoon reaching to mark 

19  

 

The fifth and final race in the series 
is scheduled for September 17th.  
For the cruising class this will turn 
out to be a one race series for the 
trophy. 

********************************************************************************************************* 

2017 Executive Board Nominees 
The 2017 Nominating Committee consisting of Walt Oler (Chair), Larry Haas, Jason Labbé, Jacque Potts and Past 
Commodore Jim Whitworth has nominated the following BYC members for positions on the 2017 Executive Board. 
 
BYC active and cruising members in good standing will cast ballots for their 2017 Board of Directors at the General 
Membership meeting scheduled for October 22.  Two Directors will be elected to replace Christine Salch and Larry 
Frank.  Jerry Vaughn and Carl McKay will serve their final year as Directors in 2017. 
 

 Commodore:  Chris Edwards 

 Vice Commodore:  Gerald Tunches 

 Rear Commodore:  Harry Armenia 

 Secretary: Joe Blair / Jim Robertson 

 Treasurer: Jo Ann Robertson 

 Director:  Glenda Zelnik 

 Director:  Jason Labbé 

Each nominee’s statement of qualification and a sample election ballot is on the following pages. 
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Chris Edwards (Commodore) 

I am honored to be considered for the Commodore position at Bay Yacht Club. 
I am currently a Contract Airline Transport Pilot flying as an international Captain on Astra, Gulfstream 100, 
Beechjet 400A, as well as an international captain on the King Air 350, 200, & 90's. 
I honorably served in the United States Air Force. 
I have a BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTING SCIENCE with a minor in General Business Administration from 
Sam Houston State University. 
I have been sailing for 4 years, restored my own Tartan 37' and expect to cruise in the future, maybe round the 
world. 
I served as Vice Commodore, webmaster for the Bay Yacht Club, and helped install a Ham & SSB system at the 
club. 

Gerald Tunches (Vice Commodore) 

I’m much honored to receive the nomination as BYC Vice Commodore 2017. If elected I will do the very best job 
I can to help make this club the best ever. 

My qualifications are:  BYC Cruise Director in 2015,  BYC Membership Co-Chairman 2016, BYC Ham radio club 
license holder 2016.  I am employed by CITGO Refining & Chemicals as a Supervisor. I have been with this 
company for over 34 years.  I currently supervise 20 personnel. I supervise the production and activities of 
hourly operation/maintenance personnel. Implement company policies. Direct work, provide training, guide 
interaction with other work groups, and implement goals and objectives, as well as performance criteria. Make 
sure safety performance is within acceptable range. Assign personnel duties and oversee their proper 
performance. Optimize unit personnel and address all multi-skilled work assigned.  I am also responsible for all 
maintenance needed on all buildings and unit equipment in my area (both CITGO East Plant 1 & East Plant 2 
areas). I have over thirty four years of operational and maintenance experience in process. I am Familiar with 
current safety and environmental regulations concerning these operations. I am also a member of The Gideon’s 
International since 2005. I have always been involved with United Way since my employment with CITGO as a 
Super Friend.  I first learned to sail in 1972. I am the owner of s/v WAIMANU, a Hunter 27 Cherubini. 

Thank you very much for the consideration of Vice Commodore in 2017. 
 

Harry Armenia (Rear Commodore) 

First I want to thank the committee for nominating me for the position of Rear Commodore.  I accept their 
nomination and will be happy to serve if elected.  
 
Bay Yacht Club and boating experience: 
I have been Rear Commodore, Vice Commodore and Commodore of the Bay Yacht Club in the past.  I have 
served as head of several committees and as a member of several committees in the past.   
I am an avid boater, I have done the Great Loop in 2006-2007 well experienced in boating.  I served in the Coast 
Guard for eight years in the 11th District in Southern California.   
 
Professional experience: 
I have owned a construction company, corporate officer for a construction company in southern California.  We 
built high-end homes and commercial projects.  After moving to San Antonio, I ran a construction company in 
San Antonio that did the same as I did in California.  Build very high-end homes and commercial projects.  I now 
work for a company that’s is a master stocking distributor for DuPont™.  I am responsible for 10% of the 
company sales.  I manage small individual territorial accounts to large corporate accounts. 
 
With my experience, I can handle the clubs business and the challenges that we may face going forward.  Thank 
you again for nominating me. 
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Joe Blair (Secretary) 

I’ve been a member of the Bay Yacht Club since 1995. In that time, I have donated my time in doing repairs, 
assisting Club Chairs, and serving on the Board of Executive Directors in various positions. If you see fit to place 
your confidence in me and vote for me, I would be honored to again serve you as the Secretary of the Bay Yacht 
Club during the calendar year of 2017. 

Jim Robertson (Secretary) 

I joined BYC in 2006, served as Director in 2009/2010, Race Committee chair 2008-2010 and 2012, Vice 
Commodore in 2014, Commodore in 2015 and this year as Past Commodore.  I wish to remain on the BYC Board 
in 2017 because I believe my previous experience and skills will be helpful as the Board continues to address 
the issue of finding a permanent BYC facility on the waterfront. 

I was employed for 17 years by Del Mar College in Corpus Christi and retired in 2014 from my position as 
Director of Purchasing and Business Services.  Prior to my employment at the college, I served 24 years as an 
officer in the U. S. Navy Supply Corps.  I’ve been sailing since 1964 when I was introduced to this great sport as 
a member of the Sea Explorers, BSA on Long Island Sound. 

I would be honored and delighted to serve as secretary if elected. 

Jo Ann Robertson (Treasurer) 

I have years of experience in accounting and bookkeeping.  I worked with oil and gas companies, several 
individual small businesses and my last eight years of paid employment were as the financial manager for a 
church and its private Christian school.  Since 2011, I’ve volunteered my time to serve as financial manager for 
the church Jim and I attend.  Tasks performed in all of these positions ranged from payroll to accounts 
receivable with the emphasis of monthly financial reports to the owners or to the leaders of the school and 
churches.  I’ve worked with several financial computer programs and one of those was QuickBooks Pro, which 
the Club uses. 

I have been a BYC member since March 2006 and Treasurer since June 2009.  During this time, I have: 
*-performed an extensive audit of financial records and reconciled all accounts 
*-created internal controls for following proper accounting principles 
*-transitioned from cash to accrual accounting to more accurately represent the Club’s financial position, 
including the creation of a Balance Sheet and Chart of Accounts 
*-transferred the old financial records from Excel spreadsheets to QuickBooks to fully implement use of the 
accounting software 
*-established procedures for fund accounting 
*-established long-range financial planning 
*-revised method of tracking cash income 
*-established budget reporting 
*-reported Club’s finances with accurate Balance Sheet and Profit/Loss Statements conforming to generally 
accepted accounting standards 
*-established reliability and consistency of monthly financial reports 
*-made available all financial reports on the members only BYC website. 

My reason for wanting to continue as Treasurer is to offer accurate financial reporting where our members can 
have access to financial information of their investment in the Club.  Our Club is a social club, yet it should have 
financial accountability as a business.  My intention for this position is one of service to our members, as a 
steward of your monetary investment. 
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Commodore Check ONE

Committee Nomination: Chris Edwards

Nominations from the Floor:

None of the Above

Vice Commodore Check ONE

Committee Nomination: Gerald Tunches

Nominations from the Floor:
None of the Above

Rear Commodore Check ONE

Committee Nomination: Harry Armenia
Nominations from the Floor:

None of the Above

Secretary Check ONE

Committee Nomination: Joe Blair

Jim Robertson

Nominations from the Floor:

None of the Above

Treasurer Check ONE

Committee Nomination: Jo Ann Robertson

Nominations from the Floor:

None of the Above

Directors Check TWO

Committee Nominations: Glenda Zelnik

Jason Labbe

Nominations from the Floor:

None of the Above

BOARD ELECTION BALLOT

BYC General Membership Meeting, October 22, 2016

Glenda Zelnik (Director1) 

My husband and I moved to Corpus Christi in November 2014 from Alaska.  We joined BYC in the summer of 
2015.  I’ve met many friends while participating in the BYC activities this past year.  My husband and I have 
found a sailboat and look forward to sailing in BYC activities in the near future. 
 
To my surprise, I was nominated to be a Director of BYC.  If elected, I’ll bring a different perspective as a new 
member of this community.  I look forward to serving to the best of my ability. 

Jason Labbé (Director) 

Jason Labbé, originally from Baton Rouge Louisiana, was born in 1969.  He graduated from St. Joseph Seminary 
College in Covington Louisiana, where he received a B.A. in philosophy.  After college he attended graduate 
school in Rome, Italy where he obtained two masters degrees in theology, one from the Pontifical Gregorian 
University and the second from the Pontifical University of St. Anselm.  He served in various capacities for the 
Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge and was the superintendent of St. Elizabeth School which had students from 
pre-k to eighth grade. 

Jason moved to Corpus Christi in 2011 and was married to his wife Teri, a native Corpus Christian.  Jason first 
worked in Corpus Christi as a certified dispute mediator until he began his career with State Farm.  Jason’s State 
Farm agency serves the entire State of Texas and is located in Bishop. Jason and Teri joined BYC in 2014. 

 

Sample Ballot 
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BYC September Events 
Thursday September 1 

 6:00 p.m. Game Night 

Weekend September 3 - 5 

 Labor Day holiday cruise 

Saturday September 10 

 6:00 p.m. Dinner Theatre social 

Sunday September 11 

 1:00 p.m. Cantu Memorial Service 

Monday September 12 

 6:30 p.m. Board Meeting 

Thursday September 15 

 6:00 p.m. Game Night 

Saturday September 17 

 9:00 a.m. BYC Series Race #5 

 6:00 p.m. Dinner 

Saturday September 24 

 6:00 p.m. Dinner and Annual Nautical 

Auction 

Thursday September 29 

 6:00 p.m. Game Night 

Friday September 30 

 6:30 p.m. Dinner 


